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2oX Le On 16 April 1951, the Soviet border komend-ntura in Gerstungen war staffed 
by 20 officers Re 80 EM whe wore red~bordered black epaulets, including 

10 sirnal men, The komendantura controlled border guard detachments in Duppach 
Neil: penroda, Cechsen, and Lauchrocden. The detachment in Diprach consist~ 
ed of 2 officers and 30 BM wearing black=bordered rec epaulets, and was 
issued 32 German bazockas in early May. The detachment in Ueiligenreda was 
quartered in an estate building and consisted of 2 officers and 13 EM who 
wore red-bordered black epaulets. The detachment ia Oechsen was lecated in 
the former civil servants! settlement and numbered 3 officers ard 10 EM 
with red«bordored black epavclets. A soldigr of the detachment in Jauch- 
roeden stated thet the unit was increased up to 80 men on 3 April by the 
addition of new snldiers frem Gotha. They wore red-bordered black epaulets. 


2, German Grenapolizei Kommandos were located in Abteroda,,Vacha, Oberaolla, 
and Berka on the Werra River, The Kommando in Abtereda was located in a 
wooden building on the premises of the former German ammunition depot’ and 
consisted of 1 VP Kommissar and 30 police who conducted vatrols to Dippach, 
Vitzerode, Springen, ard Kratzeroce, The Kormando in Vacha ee quartered 
in the Polyklinik and consisted of 1 VP Kommissar and 38 police who were 
assigned to guard duty on the Yerra River bridre and border ‘eontnihe The 
Kormando in Oberzella numbered 1 VP Kory issar ae 38 police, The Komando 
in Berka numbered 3 police. This Komr: re wae issued riding horses, which 
arrived from Erfurt on 21 April bed ky 5 ice. and 1) German bazookas in 
eavly May. A VP Obervachtmeiste: stated that the police patrels have becn 
equipped with sirnal pistols since 1 May. A screen flare allegedly stood fer 
an attack from the west, ad a ced flare for the arrest of illegal border 
erossers. A white flare fired fron the tommand post wes to confirm that 
sirnals piven by berder patrols were recognized, 


3, On 3 May, five mounted Grenapolizel members arrived at Unters whi, coming 
25X1X fror Trfurt. They were to be assicned to border vatrol duty in the sector 
controlled by the Crenzpolizei Komnmande. 


kh, In mid-April, the zonal border area of tie Rheen Yountains was diviced into 
twe Soviet battalion sectors, One battalion headquarters was Lccsted in Darm 
bach, about 12 lo: northeast of Tann, and controlled the border sector 
from Unterweid, about Lb km southeast of Tann, as far as Lauchroeden 
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including Kataenstein, Gei scares 
quarters was located in “einingen and controlled the borer sector from 
Cherweid, about six kn southeast ef Tann, as far as the ildburchausen area, 
including Bettenhausen, Bibra, and Roerhild. Twenty cen were stationed in 
Unterweid, about 200 in Natsenstein, 2) in Celsa, and sbeut 200 in Dercbach. 
The number of troors in Vacha, Uexen, and Lauchroodon cold not be determined. 
Orservation posts were built into the ground on the “ein e and on the 
Steufersbars near Unterveid, They were sometimes ceeceuples by sunyrls wr Uh 
telephone. 


Illegal border crossers identified the following units of Soviet srl¢iors 
on Zonal border duty at the enc of April: 


toc pe eps Henarks 

Cassenreuth 6O ner. . Quartered in the inn 

Sachsrruen about 30 men 

“Ledersberg 50 to 70 men 

Dlosenbers about 30 men Allesedliy assigned to the 
i@vachnent in viecersherr: 

Heinorspriuen about 30 ren 

eaus zocebern 4 few “GB personnel The berder komendauntura 
wes moved to Uwickan on. 
8 apeLl 

Gutenfuerst 1 major and 50 men 

Groban About 20 men : 

Gerbersreuth About 30 men 

Gefell and Debarevth 50 men Ineludine the sorder 
kanendantbura in Gefell 

Juchhoeh About SO ren 

Dornnels 26 ren 

Tirschberr 60 men 

Lehestennuchle 35 men 

je hesten hh men An observation cost oni 


Illegal border crossers identified she following units of German Volkepolizei 
personnel assigned to border duty at the end of April: 


Locality Humber of Police Remarks 
Glosanbery 30 


Uelnersrruen 


Cross Zoehern ac 
Krebes 35 
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Gutenfuerst Su 
Crobau es 


Gerbersreuth 33 Tneluding a VP Post in 
VoedlLaravuth 


vovareuth Le 
Cefell — 60 A Crenz Komman ayrbur 
Venzka 3 


Tirsehberr 50 Humbered onky £0 men on 
10 seri. 


Hof~Plauen Autohahn 
checknoint 1 Kommissar and 10 nen 


In early May, a Soviet border ruard detachment of 16 men was still cuartered 
in the Burmeister Yaus in Sehlersdorf, northwest of Ratseburr. the streneth 
of the German VP Kemrando in te town had net chanced. The VP Komnarce of 16 
police in Nevhof, nrrthwest of Schlarsdorf, had moved to Campew, arrtrvast of 
Neuhof. The Soviet detachment in Utecht still numbered 17 men. Small 3Jernan 
erlice units in the border arsa included 16 volice in Lankar, 16 in Gevlare 
bruerre, LO in Schlarsdorf and 16 in Thandorf., No chservation towers. were 
obsorved in the barder area, 
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